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1657 September 29, 18W 

It is remarkable that it should have found its way to a point so remote 
as Portugal before it crossed the Caspian Sea into the government of 
Astrakhan ; the river Volga flows through the government of Astrakhan 
and its traffic at this season of the year is simply enormous. This river 
also flows through the famine stricken provinces of Samara, Saratov, 
Simbir, .and Kazan, and it is frightful to contemplate the ravages the 
disease would make if unfortunately it should be carried to the towns 
and villages up the river. The misery, filth, and weakened condition 
of at least 5,000,000 of these people does not bear description. In such 
a field the plague would meet with the conditions most favorable to its 
development and western Europe would be dangerously menaced. It 
is all, in fact it is more, than the Eussian Government can do, to feed 
these people at the present time. Sanitation and improvement in the 
peasants' dwellings with the overcrowding is simply impossible, and 
it is doubtful if the Government would even attempt it. With the best 
sanitary arrangements in force the plague makes its way and among 
those attacked recovery is the exception. In the absence of sanitary 
arrangements, and in such a district as I have described, the condition 
would be absolutely hopeless. It has been suggested that the form of 
the plague which visited Samarcand, and I presume this pulmonary 
form which now exists at Astrakhan, is of a sporadic rather than an 
epidemic character, from the fact that the pestilence did not in the case 
of Samarcand, and does not in the case of Astrakhan, show any dis- 
position to spread to neighboring villages. Be this as it may, the fact 
remains that the disease exists on two sides of Persia, namely, Bushire 
on the Persian Gulf and Astrakhan on the Caspian. It exists also at 
Alexandria on the Mediterranean and in Portugal on the Atlantic. 
There is a tremendous field within these four points and, unfortunately, 
the field contains districts whose sanitary condition would be most 
favorable to the spread of the disease. 

Eespectfully, yours, Thos. E. Heenan, Consul. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

TURKEY. 

Sanitary report from Constantinople. 
[Report No. 227.] 

SANITARY CONDITION OF CONSTANTINOPLE. 

Constantinople, September 6, 1899. 
Sir : Constantinople is enjoying good health and the number of deaths 
registered is very small. Said number registered from the 21st of last 
August to the 4th instant is 375, of which 1 is from measles, 3 from 
diphtheria, 7 from typhoid fever, and 21 from acute disease of the 
lungs. There are many cases of whooping cough among children, but 
in this country said disease does not prove fatal. 
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8ANITAEY CONDITION OF THE PROVINCES. 

In the provinces the public health is good according to the official 
sanitary news. 

SANITARY NEWS FROM RUSSIA — PLAGUE IN KOLOBOVKA. 

The manifestation of fatal pneumonia at Kolobovka in Bnssia recalls 
to mind the manifestation of plague which broke out twenty years ago 
in the same province and shows that in spite of the very stringent sani- 
tary steps by the Russian Government, plague is going its way. 

Kolobovka is a Tartar village, and as a consequence the inhabitants 
are Moslem. There are about 150 houses. Said village is in the dis- 
trict of Tzarevo, in the province of Astrakhan, and between the latter 
city and the Azov Sea. The first case of said pneumonia epidemic 
occurred August 1, and up to the 10th of that same month 21 deaths 
had already been registered. Physicians and nurses have already been 
forwarded there, and all the necessary steps have been taken ,in order 
to stifle the evil. We have not received any further news. Would it 
not be timely to recall to mind what I have already reported concern- 
ing Mesched on the Persian boundary line between the latter country, 
Prussia, and Afghanistan? In said place, according to the sanitary 
report received from Teheran some time ago, nearly everybody, young 
and old, was suffering from enlargement of one or two lymphatic 
ganglia. • Is there any relation between said epidemic of enlarged 
ganglia in Meshed and the present outbreak of fatal pneumonia in 
Kolobovka? 

INCLOSUBES. 

I have the honor to forward a copy of the sanitary report of Dr. 
Xanthopoulides from Djiddah on the last epidemic of plague in said 
town, as well as a copy of the notification of the outbreak, as above 
mentioned, of pneumonia in Kolobovka, in Russia, and the sanitary 
steps taken by the Constantinople sanitary board to defend Turkey 
against Russia and Portugal. 

Respectfully, yours, Spibidion 0. Zavitziano, 

U. 8. Sanitary Commissioner. 

[Inclosure No. 1.] 

Verbal note from, the But man embassy to the minister of foreign affairs, dated August SI, 1899, 
and received at the sanitary administration August S3, 1899. 

[Translated In this Bureau from official copy.] 

On information received from St. Petersburg the Imperial embassy reports to the 
Sublime Porte that during the second half of the month of July a form of acute pneu- 
monia broke out in the village of Kolobovka, district of Tzarevo, province of Astrakhan, 
and during the period named caused 21 deaths. 

All necessary measures, both of medical relief and the isolation of the locality, have 
been taken. 

NOTE OF THE ADMINISTRATION. 

In consequence of the receipt of the verbal note here quoted, the measure indicated 
in the circular telegram of August 23 was taken. 

CIRCULAR TELEGRAM ADDRESSED TO SANITARY OFFICERS OF THE BLACK SEA. 

Arrivals from the Sea of Azov and the Russian Asiatic littoral of the Black Sea are 
subject, until further orders, to rigorous medical inspection at a port having a sanitary 
physician. 

Dr. Cozzonis, 

Inspector-General. 



1659 September 29, 1899 

[Inclosure No. 2.] 

Circular telegram addressed to heaVh offices, dated August S3, 1899. 

By decision of the superior council of health, a quarantine of ten days is imposed on 
arrivals from the coast of Portugal whose date of departure was subsequent to August 1 6. 

FOREIGN STATISTICAL REPORTS. 

Austria — Brunn. — Month of July, 1899. Estimated population, 
82,660. Total number of deaths, 236, including 41 from phthisis pul- 
monalis. 

Bahamas — Dunmore Town. — Two weeks ended September 15, 1899. 
Estimated population, 1,472. Total number of deaths, 1. No con- 
tagious diseases. 

Governors Harbor. — Two weeks ended September 16, 1899. Estimated 
population, 1,500. Total number of deaths, 1. No contagious diseases 
reported. 

Green Turtle Cay — Abaco. — Two weeks ended September 15, 1899. 
Estimated population, 3,900. No deaths and no contagious diseases. 

Nassau. — Two weeks ended September 16, 1899. Estimated popula- 
tion, 12,000. Number of deaths not reported. No contagious diseases 
reported. 

British Guiana — Demerara — Georgetown. — Four weeks ended Au- 
gust 26, 1899. Estimated population, 36,567. Total number of deaths, 
175. No contagious diseases reported. 

British Honduras— Belize.— Month of July, 1899. Estimated 
population, 30,000. Total number of deaths, 77, including whooping 
cough, 9, and 2 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

China — Fuchau. — Pour weeks ended August 26, 1899. Estimated 
population, 1,000,000. Number of deaths not reported. Smallpox 
and plague present, but not in epidemic form. 

Colombia — Panama. — Two weeks ended September 12, 1899. Esti- 
mated population, 16,000. Number of deaths not reported. Three 
deaths from yellow fever. 

France — Boubaix. — Month of August, 1899. Estimated population, 
126,726. Total number of deaths, 290, including diphtheria, 1 ; enteric 
fever, 1 ; measles, 4, and 3 from whooping cough. 

St. Utienne. — Two weeks ended August 15, 1899. Total number of 
deaths, 113, including diphtheria, 1, and 17 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Germany— Dresden.— Month of July, 1899. Estimated population, 
396,300. Total number of deaths, 695, including diphtheria, 8 ; enteric 
fever, 2 ; measles, 3 ; scarlet fever, 1 ; whooping cough, 9, and 69 from 
phthisis pulmonalis. 

Weimar.— Month of August, 1899. Estimated population, 27,438. 
Total number of deaths, 33. No contagious diseases reported. 

Great Britain— England and Wales.— The deaths registered in 33 
great towns in England and Wales during the week ended September 9, 



